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What is the ISBT 128 Product Code?

 The Product Code is a key element of traceability for Medical 
Products of Human Origin (MPHO). It provides differentiation 
of products from the same collection.

 For traceability of MPHO, it must be used in conjunction with 
the Donation Identification Number (DIN).
 In some cases, the Product Divisions and/or the Processing Facility 

Identification Code are also needed for traceability.
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Parts of the Product Code: Product Description Code

 The Product Code consists of 3 parts for Blood and Cellular 
Therapy Products: 

αooootds
Part 1: Product Description Code (PDC)
The first 5 characters of the Product Code comprise the PDC.
Represented by the portion αoooo
The product description coding values for αoooo are maintained in 

the ISBT 128 Product Description Code Database. (e.g., E0178, 
S1143)
 The particular code used should accurately identify the product in the 

container.
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https://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/databases-and-reference-tables/product-description-codes-database2
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Parts of the Product Code: Collection Type

αooootds

Part 2: Collection Type Code (For Blood and Cellular Therapy 
Products)
 The 6th character of the Product Code indicates the type of collection.
 Represented by the portion t
 The collection type coding values for t are located in reference table 

RT008 found in the ISBT 128 Standard Technical Specification (ST-001).
Some examples from this table are V (Volunteer homologous), 1

(Autologous), and 2 (Directed).
 For product types other than blood and cellular therapy, “t” is part of the 

division code.
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Parts of the Product Code: Division Code

αooootds

Part 3: Division Code (For Blood and Cellular Therapy Products) 
Divided units or aliquots with the same Donation Identification Number and 
Product Description Code are differentiated via the Division Code.
 The 7th and 8th characters in the Product Code indicates each 

division/aliquot.
 Represented by the portion ds
 Examples of division coding values are on the next slide.
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Parts of the Product Code: Division Code
Example of using the Division Code:

E0178V00
Undivided products use the division code 00.
 If a single first level division is performed:

The resulting aliquots will be E0178VA0 and E0178VB0.

 If E0178VB0 is further divided into three aliquots:
The resulting subdivided products will be E0178VBa, 

E0178VBb, and E0178VBc.
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Parts of the Product Code: Division Code
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Collection First Level
Division

Second Level
Division

00 A0

B0 Ba

Bb

Bc

E0178V00 E0178VA0

E0178VB0

E0178VBa

E0178VBb

E0178VBc
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Parts of the Product Code: Division Code

αooootds

Part 3: Division Code (For other products such as tissues) 
 The 6th, 7th, and 8th characters in the Product Code indicates each 

division/aliquot.
 “tds” is different for products other than Blood and Cellular Therapy

“t” is part of the division code for products other than Blood and 
Cellular Therapy (e.g., Tissues).

3-digit division coding values are used for tds.
For more information, visit section 2.4.3 of ST-001.
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ISBT 128 Product Code:
Blood Product Example
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Tools for Finding a Product Description Code (PDC)
 An ISBT 128 Product Lookup Program is available on the 

ICCBBA website.
https://www.iccbba.org/lookup-tools/find-product-information
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https://www.iccbba.org/lookup-tools/find-product-information
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Tools for Finding a Product Description Code (PDC)
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Field to enter a PDC in the ISBT 128 
Product Lookup Program

Product Description result for PDC E0178 in 
the ISBT 128 Product Lookup Program
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Tools for Finding a Product Description Code (PDC)
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Searching for product 
description codes via 

product description with 
the ISBT 128 Product 

Lookup Program.

The “Exact Match” 
search function was 
used in this example.
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References
 For more details and additional guidance, reference the following sections and 

documents:
 ISBT 128 Standard Technical Specification (ST-001):

 Section 2.4.3
 Implementation Guide: Encoding Product Information [Data Structures 003, 032, 033, 

and 034] - Tissues (IG-020)
 Implementation Guide: Use of Product Code [Data Structure 003] – Blood (IG-021)
 Implementation Guide: Product Coding [Data Structures 003 and 032] - Cellular 

Therapy (IG-022)
 Implementation Guide: Use of Product Code [Data Structure 003] - Ocular Tissue(IG-

032)

 Reference Tables
 ISBT 128 Product Description Code Database
 Data Structure 003: Type of Collection in 6th Position of Product Code [RT008]
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https://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/technical-specification
http://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/guidance-documents/ig-020
http://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/guidance-documents/untitled
http://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/guidance-documents/untitled2
http://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/guidance-documents/untitled9
https://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/iccbba-documents/databases-and-reference-tables/product-description-codes-database2
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